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Summary of benefits and services for the year
ended 30 June 2015
Recipients
African Ministry Fund
Australian Lutheran World Service (ALWS)

Permanent Directors’
Fund grants allocations Services

Total

20,003

20,003

105,992

105,992

ALWS
— Community education in Lutheran schools

75,000

75,000

Bible Ministry
— Lutheran Bible Translators Australia

20,000

20,000

Board for Child Youth & Family Ministry

55,408

226,000

281,408

Board for Lay Ministry

80,996

284,023

365,019

297,037

225,000

522,037

Board for Local Mission
Board for Lutheran Media Ministry

28,833

28,833

Central Treasury

148,047

Interest saved on loans
LCA & Districts
(including LCA Ministry Support Fund)

4,603,271
625,000

LCA GCC* Special Fund
LCA Mission International
LCA Scholarships
LCA Special Ministry Fund
Lutheran Tract Mission
Mission Stimulus Grants

Various conditional donation/legacy recipients
Total
*General Church Council

38,493

1,622,136
100,000

282,420

282,420

75,471

75,471

100,000

100,000

45,083

122,894

125,000

Various LCA Projects
(non interest-bearing accounts)
Various community care projects

958,643
100,000

NCLS Survey 2016

Various aged care organisations

148,047

167,977
125,000

85,000

85,000

1,156,323

1,156,323

33,069

33,069

5,000

5,000

47,224

47,224

1,926,536

3,129,989

309,434 $9,969,230
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Together in mission
Together in mission 2015
tells stories about how the
Lutheran Church of Australia
(LCA) benefits through the
LLL (Lutheran Laypeople’s
League). None of these
stories could happen without
the supporters, savers and
donors who decide to use
the LLL to assist the LCA.
Coming from a wide
spectrum of the church,
the stories tell of loans for
building and refurbishing,
grants making opportunities
happen, and services
provided to the church.

Thank you to all our supporters for
providing the resources to enable the LLL
to serve the LCA in many diverse ways
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LLL Loans
The LLL has been providing
loans to Lutheran entities
for over 90 years. The LLL is
able to provide low-interest
loans at 5% to approved
LCA projects, along with
other financial assistance,
because of funds deposited
in LLL Savings Accounts.
Only Lutheran entities, like
schools, congregations and
care facilities, can borrow
funds from the LLL.

The approval process starts
locally and continues to
the District Church Council
(DCC) before final approval
from the national Loan
Management Committee.
The relevant DCC guarantees
the repayment of the loan
and indemnifies the LLL
against any loss in the event
of a default by the borrower.

Estimated interest saved on loans
District
National Church
NSW District

$
49,795
214,062

Queensland District

1,004,378

SA/NT District

1,989,071

Victoria/Tasmania District

973,112

WA District

372,853

Total

$4,603,271

The bond between
church and village is
very strong
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Good Shepherd
Retirement Village,
Ringwood, Victoria
A vision realised with
LLL support
by Peter Renner,
Chair, Committee of
Management
In October 1982, members
of Good Shepherd
congregation, Ringwood,
met to consider the
establishment of a
retirement village on land
opposite the church.
The congregation had a
grand vision – but not even
a ‘grand’ in cash to start the
development!
Enter the LLL.
In early 1983, a loan of
$170,000 was obtained from
the LLL, which constituted
the entire cost of the land.
Further, a $400,000 bridging
loan was approved by the
then LCA loans allocation
committee (subject to
Matching Deposits) and, with
another loan facility from
Westpac, the vision became
a building project.
By 1985, 24 units were built.
All loans were repaid by
August 1987 and surplus
funds of $225,000 were
placed with the LLL.

Over the last 30 years, the
village and the LLL have
maintained their strong links,
and the village, through its
reserves, has been able to
provide Matching Deposits
for projects throughout the
Victorian District.
Recently, the LLL provided
bridging loans for the
refurbishment program to
update vacated units to meet
the expectations of residents
now transitioning into
retirement living.
Without the LLL’s
ongoing support, this
development would have
remained a dream.
Over the years, there have
been 114 residents in the
units who have enjoyed their
lives living independently
in a quiet, caring Christian
environment.
The bond between church
and village is very strong.

Village managers Charlie
and Cheryl Reif are church
members, as are all of the 10
carers who provide on-site
support when the managers
are on leave. Pastor Peter
Ghalayini conducts bible
studies in the residents’
centre and is a regular
visitor to the many functions
enjoyed by residents.
The 30th anniversary of
village occupancy, in May
2014, was attended by LLL
chairman, Graeme Huf.
The LLL’s major part in
establishing the village was
recognised, and Graeme
thanked the congregation for
its ongoing funding support.
Ringwood (and the entire
LCA) has indeed been
blessed by the establishment
of the LLL in supporting
mission and ministry in
the church.

a grand
vision
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Trinity Lutheran
College, Mildura,
Victoria
Trinity comes of age
by Cheryl Bartel,
Principal
Students, parents and
teachers at Trinity
Lutheran College now
have a heightened sense
of community, with the
opening of the Victoria Wing
creating a space for all to
work together.
Federal member for Mallee,
Andrew Broad, officially
declared the refurbished
space open with Prep to
Year 2 students marking the
occasion with a performance
by their choir.
The new-look, modern wing
offers students 21st century
facilities, state of the art
technology and break-out
learning spaces.

The existing buildings were
completely refurbished and
extended with Prep to Year 2
classrooms. An art room and
a central area for students
were added, as well as a
staff and meeting room.
Our building program is
ongoing as we strive to
provide a high standard of
education and continually
meet the changing needs of
21st century learners.
The new space also includes
areas where the students can
work independently while
still being supervised by
their teacher, which is in line
with the college’s learning

focus that encourages
students to work in smaller
groups and independently.
Younger students can
immediately walk into a very
nurturing environment and
not feel alone. They’ll be able
to see other students in the
classrooms and feel part of
a smaller community within
the college.
Kids can easily chat with
other kids. Parents have
space to meet up with
other parents as well as
teachers. The Victoria Wing
is a great space to develop
community.

Mr Broad said the need for
local schools to grow was
crucial because it ensured
children had access to
quality education.
‘Trinity Lutheran College
plays a vital role in the future
of our region in preparing
our leaders of tomorrow for
the tasks ahead’, he said.
The college received one
third of the funding for
the wing from the Federal
Government’s Capital Grants
Program, with the remainder
funded through an LLL loan.
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Encounter Lutheran
College, Victor
Harbor, South
Australia
by Kelvin Grivell,
Principal
The Nest at Encounter
Lutheran College was
opened in February 2015
by Jamie Briggs, Federal
member for Mayo.
The Nest envelops a new
library, as well as various
flexible learning spaces
that have quickly engaged
and inspired both students
and staff.
The design of the spaces
and the positive approach
of Encounter staff mean that
varied groups of students
regularly and readily work
alongside each other.
While Year 10 students
engage in an English class,
there may be Reception
students working in small
literacy groups, 3 year olds
singing together as part of

our community-focused
‘Books in the Burrow’
program, and Year 7 and
11 students comfortably
seated in beanbags as
they undertake a peer
support session.
The Nest truly allows the
Encounter family to function
in unity, while still meeting
its needs in engaging
students and meeting
educational outcomes.
The Nest is a space where
students can read a book,
watch the news, play Lego or
chess, or access technology
relevant to their learning.
The most popular feature of
this exciting learning space,
however, is our slippery dip.
The Vine, as it is known,
winds down from the Perch
(a mezzanine level dedicated
as a Year 11 study space)
and provides children young
and old with a reminder that
learning is still fun.
The Encounter Lutheran
College community gives
thanks to the LLL for

continuing to support us on
our journey to provide an
Early Learning to Year 12
Christian education to the
families of the South Coast.
May the love of God be
clearly visible in The
Nest and throughout our
growing college as we are
supported by the broader
Lutheran family.

but those
who hope
in the Lord…
will soar on
wings like
eagles
Isaiah 40:31b NIV
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LLL Grants –
Permanent Funds
LLL Permanent Funds support the wider Lutheran church. The capital amount of these funds
is never spent but preserved in perpetuity. The income generated from the LLL Permanent
Funds is paid annually to many areas of the LCA. The LLL is very thankful for past legacies
and donations which are continuing to support the LCA.

Mission Personnel Fund
Board for Local Mission
...the love of Christ
controls and urges
and impels us…
2 Corinthians 5.14a AMP

To implement this plan, Dean
Eaton was called as full-time
Church Planting Mentor and
Mission Facilitator for the
LCA/LCNZ.

by Dean Eaton, Church
Planting Mentor and
Mission Facilitator

By July 2015:
•

600 people commenced
Evangelism training.

Evangelism and church
planting are important to the
Lutheran Church of Australia
(LCA/LCNZ).

•

280 leaders commenced
the Sending (‘Mother’)
Church leaders training.

•

Ten congregations/
parishes — in Epping/
Newcastle (New South
Wales); Woden (Australian
Capital Territory);
Werribee (Victoria);
Tabor/Bethany Tanunda
and Salisbury (South
Australia); Rochedale,
Ashmore and Ipswich
Parish (Queensland); and
Auckland and Palmerston
North (New Zealand)
— are experiencing
extensive evangelism
and missional leadership
training and mentoring.

The strategy to RENEW
existing congregations in
their local mission and to start
30 NEW congregations in the
next decade has begun to be
implemented by the Board
for Local Mission for the LCA/
LCNZ using the LLL Mission
Personnel Fund grant.
All congregations are
invited to become a Sending
(‘Mother’) Church that
aspires to grow sufficiently
to have the capacity to plant
a new church.
Alternatively, congregations
can get involved by becoming
a Partner Congregation who
will pray, provide funding or
send people to contribute to a
new church.

•

Existing LCA church
plants in Pakenham
(Victoria), Springfield and
Hillcrest (Queensland),
and Summerhill (New
Zealand) are growing
in their capacity for
outreach as church
planting teams are

receiving training
and mentoring.
•

Evangelism workshops
and leadership training
have been conducted in
Western Australia (Perth,
Mandurah and Dalyellup)
and New Zealand
(Auckland, Palmerston
North, Hawkes Bay,
Christchurch, Hamilton
and Whanganui).

So, the NEW part of the
strategic plan has begun to
be implemented.
Now, the Board for Local
Mission is developing a
joint collaborative model
for the RENEW aspect of
mission, in conversation
with congregations, Mission
Directors, Bishops, and
relevant national and
district departments.

The LLL Mission Personnel
Fund continues to provide
funding for our African
and Asian ministries in
LCA/LCNZ, and especially
through the full-time Asian
Ministries Coordinator, Rev
Brian Shek.
The LLL Mission Personnel/
Home Mission Permanent
Funds generated $297,037
during the 2014/2015 financial
year. Find out more at www.
lca.org.au/local-mission
Left: First Easter Worship event
(2015) of the Lakeside Pakenham
(Victoria) church
Right: Pastor Nathan Hedt
and his wife Yvette who are
leading the church planting
team in Pakenham
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Overseas Mission Fund
LCA Mission International
Life-transforming
partnerships
by Glenice Hartwich,
Interim Mission Director
I thank my God every time
I remember you. In all my
prayers for all of you, I
always pray with joy because
of your partnership in the
gospel from the first day until
now. Philippians 1:3-5 NIV
Sitting on the hard wooden
bed inside her home,
Who Met reflects on her
most recent years in
rural Cambodia.
Words that describe the
atrocities and deep hurt
experienced during the
Pol Pot regime remain
unuttered. At 70, Who
Met should be sitting with
other women her age in
the Buddhist pagoda in
her village, Phum Krus in
Kampong Chhnang province.
But things are so different
for Who Met now.
First told about Jesus by her
granddaughter, Srey Liak,
Who Met now experiences
the freedom and peace
that comes from a growing
relationship with her Saviour
Jesus Christ.

Baptised into God’s family
in 2011, Who Met talks about
the early criticism and taunts
she faced from her peers.
With joy, Who Met shares that
daily many of her widowed
friends now join her and the
impoverished children for a
hearty meal of rice and soup
lovingly prepared by the
staff of the Life Centre (Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church) in
the village, which is followed
up with Bible study and
warm fellowship.
Granddaughter Srey Liak
has since moved to the
Rainbow student hostel in
Phnom Penh while studying
theology to fulfil her calling
to share Jesus Christ with
the people of Cambodia.
Stories abound in the new
emerging Lutheran Church
in Cambodia of the lives
transformed by Jesus. So
far, the Lutheran Church in
Cambodia has churches in
Krus village and Phnom
Penh city, as well as new
outreach points.
As Australian Lutherans,
you partner in this dynamic
mission field in Cambodia
through the partnership,
established through LCA
Mission International, with the
Lutheran Church in Singapore.

Partnerships in God’s
mission — with overseas
Lutheran churches, with
LCA congregations, schools
and departments, and with
the LLL — best describes
how God is joining us to
his life-transforming work
in Cambodia, and in other
Asian and Pacific countries.
The LCA Board for Mission
(LCA Mission International)
gives thanks to God for the
LLL and this partnership in
the gospel, which is shared
through LLL non interestbearing depositors and the
LLL Overseas Mission Fund,
and used to support the
ministry across our borders.
Faithful, ongoing support
given over many years.
To God be the glory.

The LLL Overseas Mission
Permanent Fund generated
$282,420 during the
2014/2015 financial
year. Find out more at
www.lcamission.org.au
Top: Who Met and some
of her friends at the Lutheran
Life Centre in the village of
Phum Krus
Left: Who Met
Right: Who Met’s
granddaughter, Srey Liak
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...and ultimately
transform people’s
lives in Christ

Special Purposes Fund
The LLL Special Purposes Permanent Fund provides donors
with the opportunity to nominate their choice of a particular
national, district or local ministry of the LCA to support. One
beneficiary of the LLL Special Purposes Permanent Fund is
the LCA Special Ministry Fund.

LCA Special Ministry Fund
The LCA Special Ministry Fund provides grants for specific,
innovative, one-off ministry projects that are not in LCA
or LCA District budgets. Projects receiving grants must
benefit the mission and ministry of the wider church beyond
congregation or parish boundaries, and ultimately transform
people’s lives in Christ.

LCA Special Ministry Fund grants
LCA Chinese Ministry Conference

$
10,000

Unley Advent Adventures

3,000

Board for Media Ministry — eBook

2,500

Board for Media Ministry — Video clip

5,000

Gippsland Parish African Professional
Development

4,000

Board for Media Ministry — Production equipment
& visits

10,000

Mediation Ministry Professional Development

7,000

LCA/Australian Lutheran College (ALC) Overseas
Mission Program

2,500

The LLL Special Purposes Fund generated $100,000
for the LCA Special Ministry Fund during the 2014/2015
financial year.

...look forward to
opportunities...

Service learning
leadership training
[2014]
by Aaron Glover,
Director, Lutheran
Youth of Queensland
We were blessed to receive
an LCA Special Ministry Fund
Grant in 2014 to support a
service learning trial project
at Lutheran Ormeau Rivers
District School (LORDS).
The trial project was
designed to inspire young
people to respond to
community need using
their head (knowledge),
heart (motivation) and
hand (action). It was also an
opportunity to explore the
possible partnerships that
schools and churches could
pursue in this area.
The trial project involved
significant planning and
reflection on ‘service
learning’ and how it might
meet the requirements of the
Australian Curriculum, the
International Baccalaureate
standards of education and
the LEQ Lifelong Qualities
for Learners.
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The vision was to create
a program that enabled
students to operate using
their head, heart and hand
while teaching them to
respond to community
needs with compassion
rather than out of obligation.
A significant challenge
during the program was
identifying an authentic
local need that LORDS
students (and the LORDS
community) could meet in a
sustainable way. After much
consultation with LORDS
staff and various local nonprofit community networks,
we ended up with a local
experience that we hope
will become a stepping stone
to a deeper engagement in
the community.
The final project involved
our team working alongside
LORDS teachers at a weeklong experience at their
local library as part of a
special community-focused
week organised by the local
library staff. During the
week, students engaged in
workshops around cultural
and ethical understanding,
and they served in the library

And what does the Lord
require of you? To act justly
and to love mercy and to
walk humbly with your God
Micah 6:8b NIV

by cleaning the space and
spending time in community
and advocacy groups.
We thank the LLL for their
great support of ministry
and mission in our church.
We’ve learnt a lot from this
trial experience and look

forward to opportunities to
partner with more colleges
on service learning projects
in the future.
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Port Lincoln Aboriginal
Ministry bus
by Pastor Rob Schubert,
Chair, Aboriginal
Ministry SA
Busses carry people, and we
are called to serve people.
In late 2014, Port Lincoln
acquired a new bus to
assist the congregation
to support ministry with
Aboriginal people.
The new bus replaced an
older vehicle that had served
well for many years but
needed updating to a newer
and more reliable vehicle.
The bus is used for
transporting people to and
from worship on Sundays,
transporting children and
young people to and from
ministry events that they
otherwise would not be
able to easily attend, and
for a whole range of other
transport needs.

The bus has been a vital part
of AbMinSA Field Worker
Mark Thiel’s ministry among
and with Aboriginal people
in Port Lincoln. Mark has
since accepted a call to
serve in Aboriginal Ministry
in Alice Springs. Currently,
Port Lincoln Parish is calling
for a pastor. The new bus
continues to be an important
part of that ministry.
In 2008, St John’s Lutheran
Church, Unley, SA, initiated
‘Target 100’, inviting people
to contribute financially,
prayerfully and personally
to the ministry at Port
Lincoln. This has resulted in
a contribution to funding the
new bus.
Aboriginal Ministry SA
would like to sincerely
thank St John’s Unley, and
also the LLL for funding the
LCA Special Ministry Fund.
Together they made the
purchase of the Port Lincoln
bus possible.
Mark Thiel, then AbMinSA Field
Worker at Port Lincoln, receives
the keys to the new bus from
Malcolm Haynes, Chair of Unley
Lutheran Church, and Rob
Schubert, Chair of AbMinSA.

The bus has been a vital
part of... ministry among
and with Aboriginal people
in Port Lincoln
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Youth Ministry Fund
Board for Child Youth and Family Ministry

Turning Point
Ministries Leadership
Camp 2015
by Dion Jaeschke,
Chairperson, Turning
Point Ministries
Camping Team
•

What does it take to lead
on camp?

•

How do I care for the
kids in my camp
discussion group?

•

Do I have the right
attitude to be a leader?

•

What is leadership?

A fabulous bunch of 35
people gathered in order to
learn and grow at Warrambui
in NSW on the weekend
16–18 January 2015, and
to answer the important
questions about leadership
listed above.
As it had been some
years since Turning Point
Ministries (TPM is the Child,
Youth and Family Ministry
of the NSW District) had
conducted any formal
leadership training, and
with some wonderful new
volunteer leaders stepping
up to serve, the need was
recognised and Leadership
Camp was created.

A grant from the LLL Youth
Ministry Fund, through
Grow Ministries, made it
possible for TPM to provide
this important camp free of
charge to our leaders, and
also to bring Emma Graetz
from Grassroots Training
(a ministry of Australian
Lutheran College) to lead
our sessions.
Emma was such a blessing
with some terrific stories and
a vast experience of camping
ministry across the LCA.
We are so thankful to God
for Emma and pray that she
in turn was encouraged in
the important role she plays
within our church.
The feedback from camp
was wonderfully positive
and certainly constructive.
The TPM Camping Team
was able to learn from this
weekend as well and hope
to provide an even more
valuable Leadership Camp
weekend in 2016.
We are looking to make this
camp a regular feature on
the calendar knowing that
it fits so well within the
TPM mandate of equipping
children, youth, young adults
and families, and teaching
them about Jesus Christ
and what it means to be
a disciple.

Leadership Camp is for all
people ready and willing to
serve, regardless of age and
experience, but primarily
for those wanting to assist
others to grow in their
relationship with Jesus.
The LLL Youth Ministry
Permanent Fund generated
$55,408 during the 2014/2015
financial year. Find out more at
www.growministries.org.au
Participants with Emma in
the background

What is
leadership?
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Australian Lutheran World Service Support Fund
Australian Lutheran World Service

‘When did we welcome
you as a stranger…’
by Jonathan Krause,
Community Action
Manager
James Lony does not know
the Australian Government
is cutting our nation’s
overseas aid to its lowest
level ever.
‘We are from Jonglei State
in South Sudan. We came
to Kakuma (Refugee Camp)
in 2004.
‘We came because we had
so many problems. We are
cattle keepers. We had 40
cattle. Fighters took our
cattle and so we ran away.
‘We started our journey
in 2004. We came from
the desert where there is
no road. We were footing
until we found a truck. The
journey took one month. We
brought the whole family.’
James is unaware that of
every $100 Australians
pay in tax, only 22 cents
is used to help people
overseas.
‘In South Sudan now there is
no peace. We cannot accept
to go back there because
they are still killing people.

‘South Sudan is our home
because we are born there,
but now this place, Kakuma,
must be our new home.’
If he knew, James might
be surprised that NGO*
aid agencies receive less
than ONE CENT of those
22 cents.
‘We became foster parents
because all human beings
are the same. I handle these
children just like my children.
‘I know that without the help
of others, we would not be
here, and safe.
‘So I want to serve these
children just as others have
served me. These children
are separated from their
parents so I will make
myself to be their father and
their mother.
‘We look after the children
because they are the people
for tomorrow.’
… and that 49 NGO
agencies — including
ALWS — must share that
(less than) one cent.
‘I am a Christian. God does
not turn away from us. God
is with us. Without God,
people cannot assist us. God
knows what is going on.

‘We will not be refugees to
the end of our life. I want my
children to be educated now
so when we can go back to
South Sudan, they can help
make something better there.
‘My children can be the
future of South Sudan —
leaders, commissioners,
even the President!’
LLL and the Lutheran family
work together through
ALWS to bring love to life
for people in need overseas.
LLL support frees up ALWS
resources to welcome
refugees — ‘strangers’ — as
friends at Kakuma, currently
‘home’ to 180,000 people.
*Non-Government
Organisations
The LLL Australian Lutheran
World Service Support
Permanent Fund generated
$63,492 during the 2014/2015
financial year. Find out more at
alws.org.au or 1300 763 407.
Left: James Lony, a refugee from
South Sudan, fosters orphans like
Kenychi (squatting front right)
and unaccompanied children at
Kakuma Refugee Camp
Top: James has used an $80 grant
from Lutheran World Federation
to open a Sweets Shop to make
money to support his family and
the orphans he fosters
Right: Foster parent James Lony

Jesus said:
The king
will answer,
‘Whenever
you did it for
any of my
people, no
matter how
unimportant
they seemed,
you did it
for me.’
Matthew 25:40 CEV
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Mission Lay Helper Fund
Board for Lay Ministry

by Lyn Benger and Merry Waller, lay workers
Lyn Benger has been a lay
worker at Salisbury Lutheran
Church, South Australia,
for 10 years.

‘The challenges? I’m always
thinking and praying
about recruiting people
for ministry!

‘As Child and Family
Encourager, I co-ordinate the
ministries of Lake Windemere
Primary School (Salisbury
North), Mainly Music,
Toolbox Parenting, Upside
Down Circus, and resourcing
kindergarten families.

‘With a teaching background,
I have always loved working
with a team. Teams help
accountability and creativity.
You learn lots about yourself
and others. Teams can be
supportive and encouraging.

‘I minister to everyone! I
enjoy people coming to
know Jesus or growing in
their faith.
‘I constantly see God’s hand!
‘He’s in my work, the staff
team, the kindy children
who come to know Jesus
and light up with His love,
encouraging people in their
faith, the ‘ah’ moments, and
the openness of our Church
community going into Lake
Windemere Primary School.

‘As a lay worker of 25 years,
I know that conditions
improved once there was a
Director for Lay Ministry.
Now, the Formation Officers
are invaluable to us and
our congregations.
‘My role is most rewarding
— the privilege of working
for the Lord and seeing Him
change lives, and the many
people I am honoured to
walk life with.’

Merry Waller began her
role at Good Shepherd,
Toowoomba, in 2010,
working with small groups.
But as needs have changed,
so has her role.
Now Merry also has a
focus on Baptism families
— visiting and providing
resources to help parents
and families grow in their
faith, while encouraging their
children to attend Sunday
School. Merry loves the
Holiday Bible Adventure
where she works with
primary-aged children.
‘I really enjoy working
with the young families
as I remember how hard
it was and enjoyed the
encouragement I received.
Now I can pass that
encouragement on to the
next generation.
‘I have held differing jobs in
Holiday Bible Adventure but

love working together as a
team sharing God’s love.
‘I love to see the children
get so excited about coming
along to learn.
‘One of the hardest things
is working by yourself,
but I know the lay worker
Formation Officers are there
to help answer questions
and when I need someone
to talk to. Even though I’m
now working in a volunteer
capacity, I’m continuing to
visit the young families in
our church and still getting
wonderful encouragement
from the lay worker team.’
The LLL Mission Lay
Helper Permanent Fund
generated $80,996 during
the 2014/2015 financial
year. Find out more at
www.lca.org.au/layministry
Salisbury, South Australia, Lyn
Benger on left
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LLL Grants –
Directors’ allocations
Based on recommendations from the LCA General Church Council, the LLL Board of
Directors distributes allocations to benefit the wider church.

Mission Stimulus Grant
The LLL offers Mission Stimulus Grants of $25,000 in each district of the LCA. Any congregation,
inspired by mission possibilities for using their particular talents in their community, can apply
for the grant. The district determines which congregation will receive the grant.

St Paul’s, Grovedale,
Victoria
2013
by Pastor Thomas
Pietsch
On a Sunday morning in
May 2013, the ushers at St
Paul’s Lutheran Church,
Grovedale, found themselves
welcoming six young men
with limited English.
After worship, they joined us
for a cup of tea and we found
out that they were Tamil
asylum seekers, released
from detention only a couple
of days prior into a house
next door to the church.
Some of us then spent the
afternoon hearing the stories
of Leo, Robert, Mohammed,
Samuel, Mardi and Sutha.
We showed them around
Geelong and helped
them organise their living
arrangements. Some of
us then returned the next
day, and the day after, and
the week after, and so our
journey went …
When we heard about the
Mission Stimulus Grant we
knew we had to apply …

Our journey with asylum
seekers began in worship.
Along with the entire
cosmos, we know that it will
end there too.
Late in 2013, the Victoria/
Tasmania District awarded
St Paul¹s congregation a
Mission Stimulus Grant.
Michelle started as Ministry
Support to Asylum Seekers
in October 2014.

2015
by Michelle Filipovic,
Ministry Support to
Asylum Seekers
The people at St Paul’s have
been directly involved with
asylum seekers in their local
community, and continue
to love and care for them
by visiting, developing
friendships, English reading
and providing general
practical care.
The language barrier can
be challenging at times,
however we trust that Jesus
is working in their hearts. We
know that only the Holy Spirit
can do the work whereby
people hear and believe.

My involvement as Ministry
Support to Asylum Seekers
has had many highlights.
One highlight was
welcoming a Tamil family to
the church and community,
supporting them, welcoming
their new baby and providing
care, as well as assisting
their eldest son to attend St
Paul’s Kindergarten.
Secondly, reading a
combined Farsi/English
‘Easy Good News Bible’ with
the Muslim women who are
open to reading and talking
about Jesus.

seekers, talking faith and
sharing our Christian
journeys. However, practical
needs and genuine authentic
friendships are still very
significant, as well as helping
them to assimilate into
Australian life and culture.

Thirdly, recently an Iranian
woman shared a dream she
had about Jesus (which
seems to be quite common
among Muslims), and as
a result she has begun a
journey of learning more
about Him.

The ministry has also
opened a door to a Haitian
refugee and the family
he lives with. A new
opportunity to reach out in
care and love to a different
group of people, another
opportunity to embrace
those whom God sends us.

Also, Pastor Tom prepared a
Tamil man for baptism, and he
was baptised on Pentecost, 24
May 2015. It was a wonderful
celebration of God’s work and
fruit of the ministry.

To show God’s love to all
people is the heart of this
ministry. The asylum seeker
families are a gift to the
church, a ministry of love
and care.

The ministry has been
evolving and the needs are
becoming more evangelical
— praying with asylum

Dilu, Muthi, Pavi and VJ, Tamil
asylum seekers from Sri Lanka,
with Michelle Filipovic (middle)
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Our Saviour’s,
Knox, Victoria
by Judy Bowman
2015 has been a very exciting
year as we finally achieved
our vision to undertake
Soup & Singing with the
community using our new
kitchen facilities.
Our journey, since receiving
the LLL Mission Stimulus
Grant at the end of 2013,
has been challenging
and blessed.
Having used the grant funds
to review the facilities of
our church building, with
subsequent plans and a
building quote for a major
kitchen redevelopment,
our small congregation
was faced with some hard,
challenging questions.
Proceeding would take us
back into debt.
Having just achieved a
debt-free position, the
challenge to borrow again
required deep reflection
about our purpose, vision
and hopes. Such a
significant change to our
building and finances was
daunting for many members
— did we really need new
kitchen facilities and did
we have the resources
to support our proposed
community program?

Pastor Brett Kennett (District
Pastor for Congregational
Support) helped us
through this process of
change and the fears
we were experiencing.
Members at the meeting
expressed their hopes for
our congregation — older
members were encouraged
when younger members
committed to being active
in a church engaged with
the community.
Trusting God and confident
of his guidance, we were
now ready to take on the
building project.
Work on the new kitchen
was completed in late March
2015 — in time for us to
begin our winter Soup &
Singing program. Our coordinator, Patricia Kolec,
put together an exciting
program of musicians, and
members helped develop
flyers to distribute.
The 25 people attending
the first Soup & Singing
in May were treated to a
wonderful lunch with plenty
of good conversation. Then,
the outstanding Inventi
Ensemble played beautifully
in a range of styles and led
the singing of several hymns.
The June Soup & Singing
saw the numbers increased
to 28, including a couple
who read a flyer in the local

library. Our community
engagement was being
realised! The warming
soup was welcomed, as
were the fruit, cake platters,
conversation and fellowship.
The guest musician, Jennifer
Chou, certainly made our
heritage organ sing!
And now ... our beautiful
new kitchen has given us the
opportunity to ‘dream’ even
more about how we might
use our hospitality skills to
be a welcoming and caring
place for our community.
Conversations have begun
with a sense of purpose,
excitement and thankfulness
for the blessings God
has provided.
Soup & Singing in May
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Lutheran Bible
Translators Australia
by Timothy Fischer,
Chairperson
‘I speak English fairly well,
but when I sit in church and
listen to the Bible being read
in English I will hear a word
that I am not sure of. This
word will buzz round inside
my head like a blowfly. I find
that I have been thinking
about that confusing word
and not really listening to
the reading. When I listen to
the Bible being read in Kriol,
there is no blowfly to distract
me. The meaning is strong
and clear.’ Rodney Rivers
Margaret Mickan began work
as a linguist amongst the
30,000 or so Kriol-speaking
indigenes across the north
of Australia in 1983, and
then helped complete the
translation of the whole
Bible into Kriol. The Kriol
Bible was dedicated in 2007.
Margaret is still currently
employed in promoting its
dissemination and use.
In Papua New Guinea (PNG),
Bill and Di Eckermann
translated the New Testament
into the Bukawa language
over a 12-year period.
Now Hanna Schulz is
embarking on living in a
village in Gulf Province,
PNG, and learning the Kope
language, with a view to

translating God’s Word
into the local language that
speaks directly to the hearts
of the people.
Lutheran Bible Translators
Australia (LBTA) also has
recently accepted another
member-in-training who will
be studying at the Wycliffe/
SIL (Society for Indigenous
Languages) facility at
Kangaroo Ground near
Melbourne next year.
As an arm of the LCA
Mission International
department (formerly the
Board for Mission of the
LCA), LBTA exists to provide
advice, generate publicity
and raise funds.
Since its inception, LBTA has
fostered interest in Lutheran
circles in Bible translation
and associated tasks, chiefly
through magazine articles
and lectures. LBTA also holds
an annual Mission Sunday
service and luncheon, which
has alternated between
Adelaide city and nearby
country congregations.
Over the 35 years that LBTA
has been in existence, we
have been dependent on
donations from supporters
to maintain our operations.
When formed in 1980, it was
only to raise our own financial
support from outside the
budgets of the Lutheran
Church of Australia (LCA).

Our translators are paid
under the LCA lay workers
conditions. Considering that
at least a decade is needed
to produce just a New
Testament, we undertake
a huge (in many cases,
lifelong) commitment.
Were it not for generous
benefactors bequeathing
money to us in the past, we
could not have continued our
important work.
Thankfully, the LLL has
recently joined us as an
annual major benefactor
to support our work, which
will greatly help us move
forward and into a more
financially secure future.
Top: Hanna Schulz taking notes
as she learns the Kope language
Left: At Minyerri, Darren Farrel
(deacon) is holding a poster of
the 23rd Psalm with his artwork
Right: Danisha Riley on a brief
visit to Darwin checking some
Kriol work with Margaret Mickan

...speaks
directly to
the hearts of
the people
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LLL
Services
LCA General Church Council Special Fund
Every year, the LLL contributes $100,000 for the LCA
General Church Council to use for special ministries that
are not in their budget.
Some projects that have been funded in the last
financial year:
•

ALC ALITE* projects

•

Commission on Worship website improvements

•

Farewell dinners and gifts

•

Specific Ministry Pastor training

•

Travel expenses for LCA visitors

•

Travel and attendance costs for various conferences.

*Australian Lutheran Institute for Theology and Ethics

The LLL serves the LCA through administration.
When requested, the LLL also manages various funds
on behalf of the church.

Administration Services
Included in the administrative services provided to
the LCA during the last financial year are:
•

ALC — Payroll services

•

LCA Insurance Fund

•

LCA National Office — Accounting & payroll services

•

LCA Online Donations & Payments facility

•

LCA Pensions, Provident & Car Grants Funds

•

LCA SA/NT District — Accounting & payroll services

•

LCA Subscriptions — ‘The Lutheran’, ‘Lutheran
Women’ & ‘Lutheran Theological Journal’

•

LCA Victoria/Tasmania District — Payroll services

•

Lutheran Education Australia (LEA) —
Payroll services

•

Regular Electronic Giving (REG).
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Non interest-bearing
accounts
by Pastor Richard Fox,
Director, Lutheran Media
Thanks to the support of
the LLL and you, more than
1,000,000 people every week
are being reached through
media with the good news
of Jesus Christ and His
message of hope.

Other ways your support has
helped is by:
•

updating www.
lutheranmedia.org.au
and www.facetoface.org.
au websites. This has
allowed people to access
support, messages and
resources more easily

•

adding Christmas and
Easter resources to www.
happyland.com.au

Thanks to you, people
like Paula and Dianna are
hearing Jesus’ message of
hope through radio, TV
and the internet, including
social media.

•

producing a YouTube clip
called You’re Welcome,
which encouraged people
with a message that God
welcomes us all and wants
us to welcome others

I tuned in and was so happy,
overwhelmed and thankful
for today’s message …
Thank you so much. It really
opened up my eyes this
morning. (Paula, www.
facetoface.org.au)

•

Very encouraging and
uplifting program —
especially the one about
hope. (Dianna, SA)
People with LLL non interestbearing accounts have
supported the outreach
work of Lutheran Media and
are making a difference to
people’s lives.

producing an eBook
on the topic of Chronic
Pain: hope in times
of suffering.

Thank you for your support!
When you choose to open
an LLL non interest-bearing
account and nominate
Lutheran Media, the LLL is
able to provide a benefit
based on 5% of total non
interest-bearing deposits
held for Lutheran Media.
In this way, more than
$27,000 was donated to
Lutheran Media last year.

Thank you to LLL non
interest-bearing account
holders for this gift to reach
people through media with
Jesus’ message of hope.
We look forward to
continuing to partner with
you in this way so that more
people can hear the good
news of Jesus Christ and
believe in Him.
In 2014/2015, Lutheran Media
received a grant of $27,632
courtesy of the non interestbearing account holders who
nominated them.
During the same financial
year, the LLL Lutheran Media
Ministry Support Permanent
Fund generated $28,833.
In 2015, Lutheran Media
received $17,500 from LCA
Special Ministry Fund grants
for an eBook and a YouTube
video clip, and production
equipment and visits.

Thank you
for your
support!
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How you can help
As is reflected in Together
in mission 2015 as a whole,
it is you as account holders
and contributors who help
sustain the LCA through
supporting the LLL.

LLL Savings Account

Lutheran project of their
choice based on 5% of total
non interest-bearing deposits
held for the project. In the past
financial year, this resulted
in over one million dollars in
grants benefiting many LCA
projects, departments and
congregations.

Every LLL Savings Account
helps the LLL to help the
LCA. For over 90 years, the
LLL has been providing lowinterest loans to approved
Lutheran projects. Funds
from LLL Savings Accounts
ensure that loans to
approved projects continue
to be possible.

When opening a non
interest-bearing account,
remember to tick the Special
instructions box and name
the LCA project you would
like to support. If you would
like to make your existing
account non interest-bearing,
please contact the LLL office.

If you would like to open
an LLL Savings Account,
please complete the
Personal Savings Account
Application form opposite
or online at www.lll.org.au
(go to Resources > Forms
and Downloads > Forms).
The signed form can be
posted to the LLL, Reply Paid
45, North Adelaide, South
Australia, 5006.

Legacies to the LLL

Non interest-bearing
account
Some depositors choose to
open an LLL Savings Account
that is non interest-bearing.
That means they earn no
interest on their LLL account.
A grant is then made to a

To leave a gift to the LLL,
the following wording can
be used in your Will:
I give to The Lutheran
Laypeople’s League of
Australia Inc., of 175
Archer Street, North
Adelaide, South Australia,
...............................................
(Insert your gift amount. This
can be an amount of money, a
percentage or portion of your
estate, a property or other
specific items.)

to be used by the League in
support of the mission and
ministry of the Lutheran
Church of Australia.

LLL Permanent Funds
Many areas within the LCA
benefit through people
making a donation or
leaving a legacy into the
LLL Permanent Funds. All
LLL Permanent Funds are
listed on our website and in
the LLL Permanent Funds
(yellow) brochure. The
Special Purposes Permanent
Fund allows the donor to
choose to benefit a specific
local, district or national
entity or project. The capital
amount of every gift to the
LLL Permanent Funds is
preserved and generates
annual grants in perpetuity.
To learn more, you can visit
our website www.lll.org.au
or contact the LLL by email
lll@lll.org.au or phone toll
free on 1800 556 457.

Personal
Savings Account
Application
Please return this form to (no stamp required):
LLL, Reply Paid 45, North Adelaide SA 5006
OFFICE USE ONLY

Date

/

Account Number:

/

1. Account Information

2. Account Signatories continued

[a] Account Type (tick one)

[b] Signatory 2

Individual
Joint

YES, I require internet access #

Title

Complete Section 1 and Section 2(a) and 3.
Complete Sections 1 and Section 2 and 3.

Surname

[b] Account Details

Given Names

Account Name

Date of birth

Correspondence Address

Residential Address

/

/

Postcode
Postal Address

Withdrawals to be signed by (tick one):

Postcode

TWO signatories

Mobile Phone

2. Account Signatories

Email

[a] Signatory 1

Tax File Number
Drivers Licence No.

YES, I require internet access #

Title

Given Names
/

/

Male

Female

Postal Address

I agree to the terms contained in the Notice to Depositors overleaf.

If more than two signatories are required, please attach another Account Application.

Postcode

3. Special instructions

Mobile Phone

Matching Deposit
I/we elect to make this account a matching deposit to support
the following Lutheran organisation. This will not change the
operation of this account and the balance will be added to a pool
of funds enabling the organisation to apply for a low interest LLL
loan up to the amount of the pool.

Email
Tax File Number
State

With regard to the definition overleaf, do you believe
yourself, a member of your immediate family or
close associate to be a Politically Exposed Person?

Name of Lutheran Organisation
Yes

No

I agree to the terms contained in the Notice to Depositors overleaf.

X

No

X

Postcode

Signature 1

Yes

Signature 2

Residential Address

Drivers Licence No.

State

With regard to the definition overleaf, do you believe
yourself, a member of your immediate family or
close associate to be a Politically Exposed Person?

Surname

Date of birth

Female

Postcode

Daytime Phone
ONE signatory

Male

Non Interest-Bearing
I/we elect to provide additional support to the following Lutheran
organisation by nominating this account to be non interestbearing. As a result the LLL will provide an annual grant to this
organisation based on 5% of the total non interest-bearing
deposits held for this organisation.
Name of Lutheran Organisation

Continued overleaf...

2015
Notice to Depositors
LLL’s documents and websites contain factual
information only and do not constitute financial
product advice. You should consider whether the
intended relationship with LLL fits your objectives,
financial situation and needs, before acting on any
information. The information is not intended to imply
any recommendation or opinion. LLL is not licensed
to give financial product advice and LLL recommends
that you seek independent advice.

The LLL is a charitable investment scheme
and pursuant to the Australian Securities and
Investment Commission (ASIC) Class Order 02/184
is not subject to the normal disclosure or trust
deed provisions of the Corporations Act 2001.
Accordingly, the LLL has not been examined or
approved by ASIC.

The information provided is current at the date
of publication but may be subject to change.
Whilst every care has been taken in producing this
information, to the extent permitted by law, the LLL
does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of
the information. The LLL accepts no liability for any
loss, damage or cost incurred by you as a result of any
error or omission in relation to this information.

The LLL holds an Australian Financial Services
Licence (AFSL) No. 329339 issued by ASIC, which
authorises the LLL regarding its non-cash payment
facility. This facility is the LLL@Home Internet
Access Service (LLL@Home) offered through the
LLL website at www.lll.org.au.

The LLL relies upon and contracts with third parties
to deliver a number of its services and advises that
those parties hold relevant licences and registrations
as required under legislation and relevant statutory
authorities within Australia.

LLL Interest Rate: LLL interest rates are subject to
change without notice. Refer to our website or contact
us for our current interest rate.
Privacy Statement: The LLL respects the privacy
of all individuals, and is bound by and committed
to supporting the Privacy Act and National Privacy
Principles. A copy of the LLL Privacy Policy is available
at www.lll.org.au or by contacting the LLL.
# LLL@Home Internet Access: I acknowledge that
I have read and understood the Financial Services
Guide (FSG) and Product Disclosure Statement
(PDS) and accept the terms and conditions on
which the LLL@Home facility is provided. (Refer to
www.lll.org.au or contact us if you require a copy
of these documents). The LLL provides the
LLL@Home facility pursuant to its AFSL No. 329339.
Tax File Numbers/Exemptions: Although it is
not compulsory to supply your TFN or Exemption
details, if you choose not to, under Government
regulations the LLL is obliged to deduct withholding
tax from interest earned on this account at the highest
marginal rate of tax, plus Medicare levy. Pensioners
may either quote their TFN or list their Pension type.

Office: 175 Archer Street, North Adelaide, SA 5006 | Postal: PO Box 45, North Adelaide, SA 5006
Toll Free 1800 556 457 | Tel 08 8360 7200 | lll@lll.org.au | www.lll.org.au | ABN 25 044 678 441

Anti Money Laundering and Counter Terrorism
Financing (AML/CTF) Act 2006: By signing this
application form you are providing your express
consent to collect personal information from you
as required by the AML/CTF Act and that LLL may
take steps to verify the personal information it
has collected. You consent to the collection, use,
handling, disclosure and verification of information,
including the use of on-line verification, as required
by law. Where LLL utilises on-line verification,
it will only use the assessment provided by the
Reporting Body for the purpose of verifying your
identity in accordance with the AML/CTF Act.
Politically Exposed Person: A Politically
Exposed Person is an individual, family member
or close associate of an individual who holds,
or has held, a prominent public position either
domestically or internationally in a government
body or international organisation. Examples
include politicians, senior government or political
party officials, judicial officers, senior military
officers, or directors or senior executives from the
public service or international organisations.

OBH25485 / LLL201507

Investments in the Lutheran Laypeople’s League
(LLL) are designed for investors who wish to
support the charitable purposes of the LLL and for
whom the consideration of profit is not of primary
relevance. The LLL is not prudentially supervised
by the Australian Prudential Regulation Authority,
and advises that contributions to the LLL do not
obtain the benefit of the depositor protection
provisions of the Banking Act 1959.

