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Together in mission 2017 provides feedback for our supporters about how the
Lutheran Church of Australia (LCA) benefits from the LLL (Lutheran Laypeople’s
League) in business and financial matters.
The table below summarises this support, and the following articles and reports
provide further information and examples.
None of this could happen without your support, so we thank and praise God for
each and every one of you.
Allen Kupke
LLL CEO

Benefits and services for year ending 30 June 2017

Recipients
African Ministry Fund
Australian Lutheran World Service (ALWS)

Permanent
Fund grants

Directors’
allocations

20,003

116,740

116,740
110,000

Central Treasury

LCA & Districts (inc LCA Ministry
Support Fund)

55,408

256,000

775,000

809,214

81,000

LCA GCC* Special Fund
LCA International Mission Support

284,859

LCA Local Mission Support

411,882

LCA Prevention of Domestic
Violence Campaign
LCA Special Ministry Fund
LCA Training & Development Support

165,319
311,408

28,200

1,612,414

125,000

125,000

219,000

300,000

100,000

100,000
284,859

245,000

656,882

75,000

75,000

100,000

100,000

75,471

75,471

Lutheran Bible Translators Australia

20,000

Lutheran Media Support

29,053

Lutheran Tract Mission

71,354

Mission Stimulus Grants

110,000
165,319

LCA Asian and African Ministry
LCA Church Worker Support

Total

20,003

ALWS - Community education
in Lutheran schools

Grow Ministries

Services

20,000
29,053
123,344

125,000

Various LCA Projects
(non interest-bearing accounts)

194,698
125,000

1,297,696

1,297,696

33,167

33,167

Various community care projects

6,298

6,298

58,217

58,217

Various conditional donation/legacy recipients
Interest saved on loans
TOTAL
*General Church Council

3,333,329
2,243,452

3,256,910

316,863

9,150,554

Together in mission 2017

Various aged care organisations
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LLL Grants

National
Church Life
Survey

What we think
God used a census
to get Mary and
Joseph to Bethlehem
so that Jesus would
be born there.
Because of the increase in the
number of those saying ‘no
religion’ in the 2016 Australian
Census, ‘things Christian’
have been in the news.
Of greater importance for
the Christian churches
was the National Church
Life Survey (NCLS) also
conducted in 2016.
The LLL provided a grant
for all LCA congregations
to participate.
While the Australian Census
told us that less people
are saying that they are
Lutheran, the NCLS gives
us valuable information
about those who worship
in our congregations.
NCLS survey forms were
completed by almost 11,000
Lutherans from over 300
congregations, including
nearly 700 children aged 8-14.
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We learnt that 38% of our
people believe that over
the next 12 months priority
should be given to further
developing ‘worship services
that are nurturing’, while
31% said ‘spiritual growth’
and 28% said ‘ministry to
children and youth’.
Our adult membership has
an average age of 60, with
58% being female and 28%
having a university degree.
Growth in their faith during
the past 12 months was
reported by 38%.
Church worship services
were appreciated, with 87%
appreciating the music and
80% saying they grew in
their understanding of God.
However, only 8% valued
the way their congregation
was working to reach those
outside the church and only
2% thought a priority should
be starting a new church or
mission venture.

by Pastor Steen Olsen
NCLS allows us to compare
these results with what our
people said in the surveys
done every five years going
back to the 1990s.
This is a great starting point
for conversations with our
people as we seek to discern
God’s preferred future for
our communities.
Dr Steen Olsen is Director
for Mission, South
Australia - Northern
Territory District.
The LCA received an
$85,000 grant from
the LLL so Lutheran
congregations could
participate in NCLS.

...a great
starting
point for
conversations
with our
people...

Mission
Stimulus
Grant

Seeds germinate
in Horsham
Almost 10 years ago,
the seeds of a vision
for a lay worker were
planted at Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church,
Horsham.
It took some time for those
seeds to germinate and
become a reality. Many
conversations and prayers
asked God to lead us in this.
We imagined that person
may work mostly with young
people, but we had no clear
picture of the role and what
it would look like, who might
tick the boxes, and even
how the position might be
funded.
Over time, things became
clearer.
We put the challenge to a
‘home-grown’ passionate
follower of Jesus, someone
who was already living in
Horsham and knew the
culture as well as anyone.
Someone who called
Horsham home.

by Pastor Gus Schutz

Lynda Henstridge accepted
the position of being our
Young People and Family
Ministry Worker with the
support of her husband Al.
Lynda is active in worship
and tireless in serving.
She is involved in ministries
for young parents and
children (including
playgroup, pictured),
preparing young people for
their first communion, and
in youth activities, small
groups, Bible studies and
women’s gatherings.
Initially, her role was
funded internally through
funds earmarked for
other purposes.
To help with funding her
role, a request was made for
support through the Mission
Stimulus Grant program.
This was successful and we
are grateful for the support
of the LLL.

We praise God that his
mission can continue
through roles like Lynda’s.
May God bless our continued
service to his glory.
Pastor Gus Schutz is a
pastor of Horsham parish,
Victoria.
The LLL Mission Stimulus
Grant for $10,000 was
received through the
Victoria Tasmania District.

...’homegrown’
passionate
follower of
Jesus...

The congregation has
embraced this position;
it is now funded and
supported locally.

Together in mission 2017
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Prevention
of domestic
and family
violence
campaign

LLL Grants

Hidden Hurts
Healing Hearts

by Ian Rentsch

At the General
Convention of Synod
2015, the LCA resolved
to initiate a campaign
for the prevention
of domestic and
family violence across
the church.
The Synod recognised that
family violence tragically
occurs across the community
and that Christians, including
members of the LCA, can be
both perpetrators of violence
and victims.
The campaign’s theme,
Hidden Hurts Healing Hearts,
underscores the fact that so
often domestic violence has
remained hidden.
Victims, the majority of
whom are women, often
are too afraid to seek
help and support. But as
church people grow in their
understanding of the nature
of domestic violence, they
will become more confident
in ministering to both victims
and perpetrators, so that real
healing can occur.
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HIDDEN

HURTS

HEALING

HEARTS

LCA PREVENTION OF
DOMESTIC AND FAMILY VIOLENCE

More importantly, the
campaign aims to prevent
domestic violence from
occurring and, therefore,
works to encourage Lutheran
Christians to grow in their
love and respect for each
other in their marriages,
families, and in their
congregations and the
communities in which
they live.
With funding from the
LLL, the campaign was
launched in August 2017.
The campaign includes
information sharing and
awareness raising, church
leader and member training,
and support for those who
have been affected and hurt
by domestic violence.

Ian Rentsch (pictured) has
been appointed coordinator
of the campaign. The Hidden
Hurts Healing Hearts website
can be found on the LCA’s
web page, and provides
a range of information,
including a recently updated
handbook on domestic
violence, and state/territory
contacts should anyone be
looking for support.

Ian Rentsch is the
Coordinator of the LCA’s
Prevention of Domestic
and Family Violence
Campaign. For further
information, contact Ian
on ian.rentsch@lca.org.au
or phone 0418 373 424.
In the last two years,
the LLL provided grants
totalling $200,000 for
the LCA’s Prevention of
Domestic and Family
Violence Campaign.
If you or someone you
know is affected by
domestic/family violence,
visit ANROWS Get
Support website, or call
1800RESPECT (1800 737
732) which is the 24-hour
national sexual assault,
family and domestic
violence counselling line,
or Lifeline Counselling
(24 hours) 131 114. And
talk to your local Pastor.
In an emergency, call 000.

Mission
Stimulus
Grant

Splash Youth
in Rockingham

by Matt Schubert

In May 2016, I started
as Coordinator of
Youth Ministries after
our Rockingham
Mandurah Lutheran
Church gratefully
received a Mission
Stimulus Grant of
$25,000 from the LLL.
Moving into a 12 hours/week
paid position at our church
meant that I could leave my
retail job, continue leading
our youth and young adult
ministries, and begin my
Bachelor of Ministry.
The Mission Stimulus
Grant has opened up new
evangelistic opportunities.
Our young adult ministry
+PLUS meets weekly for
Bible study and fellowship.
Over the last 12 months,
the group has doubled to
about 20 people a week,
and five of our young adults
have received the waters of
baptism. As relationships
have grown and new
Christians have joined our
group, we have slowly but
surely become a family of
love and honesty.

For years, Splash Youth had
run fortnightly on Friday
nights for middle school
young people. But in 2017,
thanks to the paid position
and my incredible team of
volunteers, we’ve been able
to meet weekly.

Matt Schubert (pictured)
is the Coordinator of
Youth Ministries at
Rockingham Mandurah
Lutheran Church,
Western Australia.
www.instagram.com/
splashyouth
www.splashyouth.org

...together
bring the
gospel
to young
people...

The LLL Mission Stimulus
Grant for $25,000 was
received through the
Western Australia District.
Together in mission 2017

As a team, we thank God
that we’ve been able to
share the gospel with 153
different students in just the
first half of 2017. It’s a joy
to give each student a New
Testament on their first night
at Splash, and for many this
is the first Bible they own.
The extra contact hours with
our youth (most do not come
from church families) have
brought more meaningful
relationships and deeper
faith conversations.

I thank God for the LLL
and the way this grant
has allowed our church’s
volunteers to be supported
more fruitfully as we
together bring the gospel
to the young people in our
community.
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Have a Go
grant

Freestyle
Dance Ministry

by Justin Seidel

God’s hand is powerful
as He continues to
use Freestyle Dance
Ministry to change
the hearts of young
people.
Freestyle Dance Ministry
is a fun and funky program
using dance, discussion
and discipleship to work in
schools as well as churches
to help build faith and grow
community.
Centred around a dance
session and interactive
Christian message, young
people love this opportunity
to get active, learn about
Jesus and be inspired to share
their faith with others.

8

Then during the sermon that
followed, Pastor Mark Winter
reflected, ‘I wanted to ask
some of you to provide an
example of a time when you
have seen faith lived out in
your life, but I don’t need to
because we just saw it!’

In April 2017, the funding
from the Have a Go grant
was implemented - and by
July the ministry had already
provided 26 workshops across
seven different Lutheran
congregations in Victoria.

Additionally, during
workshops conducted at
Portland-Heywood Lutheran
parish, God moved the heart
of a student to use dance as
an evangelistic tool to reach
out to non-Christians at the
local park.

After a dance worship
presentation at St Phillip’s
Lutheran Church, Wyndham,
one student exclaimed that
‘this has been one of the most
eye-opening experiences of
my life’ and another now had
the desire to ‘take my faith
more seriously’.

As the funding has allowed
God’s ministry to grow,
we now look at how the
discipleship of a dance
ministry team could inspire
unity in Lutheran churches
and bring the love of God to
life through dance.

Justin Seidel is the
Director of Freestyle
Dance Ministry, which
is based in Melbourne,
Victoria.
The Youth and Young
Adult Ministry in the
Victoria Tasmania District
received a Have a Go
grant, which supports
both the Freestyle Dance
Ministry and the groups
that are using them in
their ministries.

...most
eye-opening
experience
of my life...

Have a Go
grant

Encouraging connections
at Everton Hills

by Pastor David Schmidt
and Alaina Brinkmann

YYAME.
It’s a funny title.
But it was given in our
application for a Have a Go
grant.
Essentially, it stands for
Youth and Young Adult
Ministry Encourager.
The word ‘Encourager’
is very intentional.
At Prince of Peace, Everton
Hills, we wanted to employ
someone not to build
something new and shiny,
but to work within the
communities and encourage
the passion of our youth
and young adults to grow
as disciples and
missionaries of Jesus.
Like a lot of youth and young
adult ministries within the
church, the groups at Prince
of Peace are organised and
supported by volunteers.
These people do an amazing
job as they serve God.

The YYAME role provides
extra support for people
planning and organising
events, along with discipling
them in their skills and
passions.
This allows a space for them
to continue to grow in these
skills, as well as in their own
faith journeys.
We see that God has placed
the Prince of Peace church
and college communities
together for a reason… and
the YYAME person works
within both communities…

The role strives to continue
to build connections with
college students on a
personal level; supporting
them where they are as
teenagers through lunchtime
gatherings and playground
conversations.
This continues to develop
that environment of
discipleship and support
within the school and the
church.
We thank the LLL for
the support that helped
to kickstart this role, as
together we grow God’s
kingdom within the Prince of
Peace community.

Pastor David Schmidt
is Youth and Family
Pastor at Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church, Everton
Hills, Queensland, and
School Pastor at Prince
of Peace College. Alaina
Brinkmann is the Youth
and Young Adult Ministry
Encourager in the Prince
of Peace communities.
The 10 Have a Go grants
were provided as part of
the 50.500 faith.freedom.
future $550,000 resources
grant.

Together in mission 2017
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Luther@500
conference
Entity Fund
2016

The feast of Martin

by Pastor Dan Mueller

Like hungry beggars
to a bounteous
banquet, Luther
scholars converged
on Melbourne for
the Luther@500
conference (28 June 2 July 2016).
Over 170 attendees from
14 countries enjoyed a fiveday feast on the enduring
influence of Martin Luther.
Five international keynote
speakers provided the main
course, dishing out rich
plates interpreting Luther
through historical and
theological lenses that were
intoxicating, hearty and at times - somewhat spicy.
Eight shorter papers were
perfect complements.
For me, the pièce de
résistance was the public
lecture by renowned German
Luther scholar, Professor
Oswald Bayer, who deftly
highlighted areas of Luther’s
influence that have borne
fruit and other areas that are
still ripening.
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Yet, this ‘once-in-a-lifetime’
recipe had more ingredients.
Following each keynote,
groups of about 10 delegates
gathered for tischreden
(table-talk), further
nourishing us with hearty
conversation. The variety
of experiences, cultural
backgrounds and voices
around each table allowed
us to hear different stories,
clarify uncertainties, and
formulate questions for the
presenter at the following
full assembly.
The actual meal times were
also an integral ingredient.
We discussed life and
Luther with fellow learners
of theology, young and old.
Pastors, church leaders,
scholars and students
debated over coffee and
canapés.

The focus was not ‘theology
for theology’s sake’.
Rather, the spirit of the
conference was theology for
proclamation, for consoling
troubled consciences, and
theology that was ‘down to
earth’ - mirroring God’s own
action of Christ on the cross.
I thank the LLL for their
generous provision of
scholarships which made
attending the Luther@500
conference possible for
a number of students at
Australian Lutheran College,
including myself. It was a
delectable experience to
learn theology from and with
‘our Martin’.

Rev Dr Dan Mueller is
now pastor of the Walla
Walla parish in New South
Wales. He was a student
at Australian Lutheran
College when he received
the scholarship to attend
Luther@500 in 2016.
In 2015, the LLL supported
the Luther@500
conference preparations
with grants totalling
$68,250.
Left: Professor Oswald Bayer,
Rev Dr Jeff Silcock and Rev
Dr Dan Mueller
Right: Tischreden

LLL Loans

Concordia
College,
Highgate

125th anniversary
building project

by Sue Spry

In 2015, Concordia
College Adelaide
celebrated its 125th
anniversary, and
announced the start
of an exciting and
ambitious building
project.
Stage one of the project,
The Hub, was completed
in 2016 and stage two, the
Centre for Science and
Discovery, began later
that year.
Both buildings were
designed to replace existing
outdated facilities and to
deliver sustainability, built-in
flexibility and natural light,
as well as to inspire curiosity
and discovery.
The Hub (pictured right)
project involved the
demolition of the rear of the
main building on Winchester
Street to make way for a
new Student Services office,
Year 12 Common Room, four
classrooms, and Finance and
Community Relations offices.

The building’s architecture
will bring these subjects
to life through innovative
spaces, and students will be
encouraged to explore the
detail of the building as part
of their curriculum. State-ofthe-art facilities will provide
both teachers and students
with the opportunity
to experience relevant,
personally challenging and
creative interactions that
enhance both the learning
environment and outcomes.

...sustainability, built-in
flexibility and natural
light, as well as to inspire
curiosity and discovery
Expenditure for stages one
and two of the Concordia
building project is $13.5
million, and was funded
by a loan from the LLL,
with support from the
College Foundation and the
Concordia community.

Sue Spry is the Donor
Relations Manager and
Foundation Executive
Officer at Concordia
College, Highgate,
South Australia.

Together in mission 2017

The Hub features a striking
façade with colourful glass
panelling at ground level.
Inside the main entrance,
centralised access is
provided to areas that are
frequently used by both
students and parents.

When complete, the new
Centre for Science and
Discovery (pictured left) will
transform the learning of
STEAM subjects (science,
technology, engineering, art
and maths) at Concordia.
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Endeavour
College,
Mawson
Lakes

Flexible and functional

by Amanda Stephenson

Endeavour College’s
beautiful state-ofthe-art Middle Years
Centre was officially
opened on Friday
1 April 2016 by
Senator the Hon.
Simon Birmingham,
Minister for Education
and Training.
Allowing Endeavour College
to offer education in Years
7-12, the new building
features nine classrooms,
two common areas,
an outdoor pavilion, floor
to ceiling windows,
interactive televisions and
a purpose-designed
student services centre.
Total costs for construction
were $3.3 million, partially
funded through a grant
from the Commonwealth
Government with the
remainder through loans
with the LLL.

The architecture, décor and
furnishings of the building
are designed to allow
flexibility and creativity in
the way the spaces are used.
During both the design
and construction phase, a
selected group of students
were invited to consult
on the interior design
and functionality from a
student’s perspective. Their
input and attention to detail
have been a huge factor in
the success of the building
and the furnishings selected
for the space to make it as
comfortable and functional
as possible for students in
the middle years.

The building’s creative
design allows for students
to break away in small
project-based groups,
using common areas and
adaptable furniture to
create smaller collaborative
working spaces. Glass
classroom walls can be
opened to facilitate teamteaching and year group
level activities.

...students
invited to
consult...

Amanda Stephenson
is the Communications
and Marketing Manager
at Endeavour College,
Mawson Lakes,
South Australia.

Together in mission 2017
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Permanent
Funds

Special
Purposes
Entity Fund
Fund

Oasis in the Mallee
It’s been a little
over 12 months
since Bethlehem
congregation,
Pinnaroo, purchased
the disused Oasis
Nursery to transform
it into the Oasis
Community Centre
and Studios.
Embracing our district’s
mission ‘to grow and go’
we have been richly blessed
with many visitors, many of
whom love the scripture floor
(and the English lollies!).
As of July 2017, we have
hosted several of our
community groups,
including the CWA, Red
Cross, Lions and local Shed
Men, and have held mosaic
workshops in partnership
with Mallee Arts.

The greatest and most
unexpected blessing has
been the hard work of a
number of non-church
volunteers, and the
relationships we have been
able to form with them.
The Centre is finished and
ready for use with the
mission resource grant being
used to set up our hospitality
with a fridge, coffee machine
and kitchenette. We have
used funds to buy play mats,
toys and a video library for
the young, and a book nook
for readers of every age.
Still to come is a plan to
provide free internet access,
which we hope will open
more doors to relationships
with a younger generation.
The garden areas are a little
further from completion.
The back of the property was
gravelled, which eliminated
wheelchair or walker access.
The last month has seen us
busy removing all the gravel
and we are slowly replacing
it with paths, gardens and
artificial turf, with the end in
sight soon!
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by Pastor Dan Rooney

We pray that this truly will be
a place to show God’s love
and peace for all.
Pastor Dan Rooney is
the parish pastor at
Bethlehem, Pinnaroo,
South Australia.
The LLL Mission Resource
Grant for $5,000 was
received through the
South Australia - Northern
Territory District.

...richly
blessed
with many
visitors...

Special
Entity Fund
Ministry
Fund

Shedding light
on their gap year

by the 2016 Luminate
participants and
coordinator

After 12 months in
the first Luminate gap
year, the participants
(and the coordinator)
wrote:
Most people do Luminate
without a specific long-term
goal in mind, other than to
develop a deeply rooted
faith. It’s unlike any university
where you go to get a degree
simply so you can start
(or further) your career;
Luminate is its own journey.
‘When I tell people I
graduated three years
ago, they are often quite
surprised. Despite not being
fresh out of Year 12, I am
proud that I’ve dedicated a
year of my life to God and I
don’t regret it for a second’,
said participant Hannah.
Theology is not just
about the Bible, but about
discovering yourself through
discovering God. This year
has been about exploring
relationships and applying
various lessons in everyday
discipleship.

Many communities have
been blessed by the
presence of the Luminate
participants who have
willingly served using
their God-given potential.
Ministries have thrived as
Luminate participants have
dedicated their year to local
churches.
Luminate is full-on: a
two-week mission trip,
two Lutheran Youth of
Queensland (LYQ) camps,
three intensive workshops,
a young adult conference,
week by week volunteer
ministry, regular mentoring
and inspiring study*.

We learnt about the sacrifices
that need to be made to
serve God and the church.
Our finances, time and
energy were all redirected
into this discipleship year.
Our decision took prayer and
thought; we were grateful
that we were called to make it.
‘Deciding to start completely
fresh and move interstate to
Brisbane was challenging but
a huge learning experience.
I am more than thankful that
Luminate gives young adults
from all around Australia –
not just Queensland – the
opportunity to experience
this incredible program, and
the growth that it offers and
encourages’, said participant
Kim.

What’s next after Luminate?
This is the million dollar
question that we don’t know
the answer to. What we do
know is that, if we trust in
God and listen to His calling,
we’ll end up where we’re
meant to be.
*Certificate IV in Christian
Ministry and Theology
through Australian Lutheran
College.
Luminate is the gap year
program run by LYQ.
The first intake was in 2016.
LYQ received a grant in
2015 from the Special
Ministry Fund to help with
setting up Luminate.

Together in mission 2017
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International
Mission
Support
Entity Fund
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Life-changing shoes
Living on the streets
of Pematangsiantar
in North Sumatra,
Junadi was a kid
without hope or a
future.
All that changed in 2016.
He was invited by someone
from Huria Kristen Batak
Protestan, one of the
Lutheran Churches in
Indonesia, to come and learn
to make shoes.
His visit to Elim Panti Asuhan
(House of Care) and the
shoe-making room was
about to change his life.
The warm welcome of the
staff and volunteers, and the
training with the potential
to earn a modest living, was
encouragement enough for
Junadi to come back day
after day.
Today, Junadi proudly shares
that he has made over 1,000
pairs of shoes in the past
year.
That shoe-making room
had its beginnings in the
LLL and in the generosity
of supporters.
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by Glenice Hartwich

In the 10 years since the
LLL committed initial
funding, LCA International
Mission (formerly Board
for Mission), in partnership
with ALWS and Lutheran
Education Australia, has
worked together with the 13
Lutheran World Federation
member churches in
Indonesia to strengthen
them for ‘service through
partnership’.
This initial funding was used
to build school classrooms
and dormitories; set up the
Centre for Development
Studies and Disaster
Response Management;
set up various diaconal
ministries and even the
buildings to house them.
One building was a
small vocational training
room – for car washing
(‘doorsmeer’) and
hairdressing – in the grounds
of Elim Panti Asuhan.
Here, Junadi experiences
the practical love of Jesus
every day as he works in that
room transformed for shoemaking (pictured).

LCA International Mission
gives thanks to God for the
partnership with the LLL, as
we seek to share Jesus’ love
together with our overseas
partners in the gospel.
In all my prayers for all of
you, I always pray with joy
because of your partnership
in the gospel from the first
day until now.
Philippians 1:4-5 NIV

Glenice Hartwich is
the Assistant to the LCA
Bishop – International
Mission.
The LLL International
Mission Support Fund
provides an annual
ongoing gift to be used
by LCA International
Mission ‘in spreading the
good news of the gospel’,
now including capacity
building in education. The
fund generated $284,859
during the 2016/2017
financial year.

Australian
Lutheran
World Service
Entity Fund
Support
Fund

Stepping out in faith

by Jonathan Krause

Why would anyone
walk 26 kilometres
down the steep
slopes of the Adelaide
Hills from Hahndorf to
Beaumont?
If you asked that question in
the 1840s …
… the answer would be that
the walkers were Lutheran
pioneer women, walking
barefoot in the dark, each
carrying up to 60 kg of fresh
farm produce and dairy
goods to feed the 10,000
people living in Adelaide.
If you asked that question in
July 2017 …
… the answer would be that
the walkers were part of
ALWS Walk My Way. More
than 270 people set off in the
middle of winter to honour
the example of the Lutheran
pioneer women PLUS raise
money to help refugee
children in East Africa go
to school!

Walk My Way brought
together the extended
Lutheran family from
schools and churches, and
as volunteers. The event also
drew in the local community
– walking, sponsoring
walkers, donating food
and organising (thank you
National Trust).
What’s exciting is how God
blessed Walk My Way so that
together we raised $133,593
– enough to support 5,138
refugee children to go
to school!

ALWS looks forward to
stepping out in faith again
in 2018, using Walk My Way
to follow in the footsteps of
Jesus, and bring love to life!
Jonathan Krause is
the Community Action
Manager for Australian
Lutheran World Service,
the overseas aid and
resettlement agency
of the Lutheran Church
of Australia.

...enough
to support
refugee
children to
go to school

The LLL sponsored
Walk My Way with a
$5,000 grant. Also, the
LLL Australian Lutheran
World Service Support
Fund generated $116,740
for ALWS during the
2016/2017 financial year.
Together in mission 2017

When ALWS (Australian
Lutheran World Service)
came up with the idea of
Walk My Way, we stepped
out in faith and set a bold
target of raising $130,000.

One of the first groups to
offer support was the LLL
with a grant to help promote
and organise Walk My Way.
This encouragement was
taken a step further (groan!)
by a number of LLL staff who
walked the 26 kilometres
themselves!
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Permanent
Funds

Lutheran
Media
Support
Entity Fund
Fund

Forgetting
not forgotten
More than 400,000
people in Australia are
living with dementia.
Along with the sufferers,
family members and
friends are also looking for
understanding and hope.
In Jesus we have hope.
Hope that the best is yet to
come and, even though we
may forget, Jesus doesn’t
forget us.
Dementia – Searching for
hope was one of the Lutheran
Media projects supported
by the LLL’s Lutheran Media
Support Fund.
A resulting YouTube video,
Dementia – This is our story,
has since been seen by more
than 32,000 people and
received over 120 comments.
One viewer was so inspired
by the video and the
relationship between the
husband and wife, that
she shared her story of
divorce and the regrets
that had stopped her from
remarrying. We replied
to her comments and
encouraged her.
After more comments, she
replied, ‘I’ve spoken to a
priest and he advised what I
must do. Now I must try and
sort out my baptism. Thank
you for your support. God
bless you in Jesus’s name.’
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You can watch the video,
along with other videos,
at www.youtube.com/
messagesofhope. There are
29 videos under 30 seconds
on a range of different
issues to do with dementia.
There are 12 slightly longer
videos that give insights into
dementia and a further four
in-depth video interviews
that offer encouragement
and hope.
You can also listen to
interviews with dementia
sufferers and carers,
and order a booklet and
pamphlet on dementia at
www.messagesofhope.
org.au.
Thanks to the support of the
LLL Lutheran Media Support
Fund for the project Dementia
– Searching for hope.
Pastor Richard Fox is
the Director of Lutheran
Media.
The LLL Lutheran Media
Support Fund generated
$29,053 during the
2016/2017 financial year.

by Pastor Richard Fox

Local Mission
Entity Fund
Support
Fund

Cross-cultural
ministry in Geelong

by Tania Nelson

It’s no surprise the
2016 Census indicates
Australia is a culturally
diverse nation.
The cultural diversity we
enjoy is both a challenge
and a blessing for our
congregations as we share
the love of Christ within our
communities.
St John’s Lutheran Church,
Geelong, received funding
from the Board for Local
Mission (through the LLL
Local Mission Support
Fund) to employ James
Ruei as their lay worker to
support the South Sudanese
community.
Recently, St John’s reported
their joys and successes,
including:
•

How James ‘jumped’
into his role with his
breathtaking enthusiasm
and drive
The combined church
service in Nuer and
English

•

James running three
worship services
every month, including
Sunday school

•

Home visiting by James
and the South Sudanese
leadership group

James training at ALC,
which work commitments
had previously prevented

•

James attending monthly
fellowship and planning
meetings with other
South Sudanese Specific
Ministry Pastors

•

The first fellowship
dinner between the South
Sudanese and St John’s
leadership teams
‘At this incredible candid
occasion, we learnt so
much and started to
build relationships. We
listened to their pain
of war, refugee camps,
racism and the plight of
their teenage children.
And finally we laughed
together. The chairman
asked James what the
dowry would be if his son
were to marry James’s
daughter. He replied “for
you, 50 cows!!!” We all
erupted in great laughter!’

•

The anonymous donation
for James’s child to
attend St John’s Lutheran
Primary School

•

James preaching (as
part of a team) to 1,300
Africans at a Christian
service in Melbourne

•

Creation of a South
Sudanese Saturday
School to teach language,
history and culture. South
Sudanese from all faiths
and beliefs attend this.

We praise God for people
like James and the wonderful
folk of St John’s.
And a big thank you to the
LLL for supporting Crosscultural Ministry.

Dr Tania Nelson is the
Executive Officer of
LCA’s Local Mission,
which incorporates the
Cross-Cultural Ministry
Department, the Child
Youth and Family Ministry
Department (Grow
Ministries), the Lutheran
Media Department,
Ministry with the Ageing
Department, and New
and Renewing Churches
Department.
LCA’s Local Mission
received $411,882
generated from the LLL
Local Mission Support
Fund during the 2016/2017
financial year and an
additional $245,000
in grants.
Together in mission 2017

•

•
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LLL Services

Lutheran
Tract Mission

Send a tract
Lutheran Tract
Mission is always on
the lookout for how
to spread the love of
Christ through tracts.
A couple of years ago we
produced these text cards
for Christmas. We weren’t
sure what was going to be
the response to these old
stamps made into Christmas
text cards (pictured).
The response was quite
amazing, including:
•

•

Bethlehem Lutheran
Church in Adelaide had
a Christmas tree
decorated in stamps and
then gave the little cards
to those who came to
visit the tree.
Some people told us
that they gave the tracts
to people in Cambodia
to explain what stamps
are used for and to share
the gospel.

Stories of how our tracts
are used and shared are
wonderful to hear.
Please send your story
of how you use them to
anne.hansen@lll.org.au
so that we can share them
with others.
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We have started sending
out LTM News via email.
At this stage, these will
come out four times a year
to keep you up-to-date
with all that Lutheran
Tract Mission offers.
If you would like to receive
this newsletter, please send
your email address to
enquiries@ltm.org.au.
Also, feel free to explore our
recently updated website
www.ltm.org.au and order
tracts to use. Even send
an eTract to a friend or
colleague. Tracts can also be
shared on Facebook, Twitter
and Google+.
However you do it, send a
tract to a friend. In this way
we can build each other up in
the love of Christ.

by Anne Hansen

All creation
rejoices...

Isaiah 9:6

Anne Hansen is the Tract
Development Officer
for the Lutheran Tract
Mission, an outreach
ministry of the LLL.

Luke 2:11-15

Regular
Electronic
Giving

Giving made easy
Over the years
REG has taken on a
personality of its own.
For a while REG (Regular
Electronic Giving) has had
a partner called MEG (short
for Media Electronic Giving).
One loyal supporter named
his home-brew ‘REG Beer’. In
the early days, congregations
from other denominations
also used REG.
The concept of electronic
giving has been so
successful in many
congregations that in
some cases REG provides
the majority of the
congregation’s budget.
Since 1998, REG has
been assisting members
to provide their offering
to their congregation in
a convenient, safe and
confidential manner.
It is facilitated by using
the LLL direct debit system,
and the LLL administers REG
free of charge as a service
to the Lutheran Church of
Australia (LCA).

If your REG is deducted from
your LLL Savings Account
with internet access, you can
manage your REG through
the LLL@Home facility.
REG can also be facilitated
through LCA Online
Donations and Payments,
which is another service
provided by the LLL and is
also administered free of
charge as a service to the
LCA.
LCA Online Donations
and Payments now has an
option for you to register
as a member. From the
member portal of LCA Online
Donations and Payments,
you can:
• Set up a one-off or
recurring donation,
including REG, to a
Lutheran organisation
- by direct debit or by
credit card
• Make a payment to an
LCA organisation
• View your donation/
payment history
• Print receipts
• Receive email
confirmations.

Want to
be more
organised
with your
giving?

For those of you who are
interested in making your
offering with REG, simply
ask your congregation’s
treasurer or visit www.lll.
org.au/reg or LCA Online
Donations and Payments at
www.lca.org.au.
REG gives you peace of
mind knowing your offering
is always there for your
congregation.
Together in mission 2017

Nowadays electronic giving
is well entrenched as a usual
way of giving. But in recent
years, the LLL has noticed
that participation in REG is
plateauing.

This has prompted the LLL
to engage with the LCA to
revitalise REG promotional
materials for congregations.
These new resources will
be sent to all congregational
treasurers in early 2018 with
encouragement to commence
or refresh a REG program in
their congregation.
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Finance
with a
mission

How you can help
LLL Savings Account
Every LLL Savings Account
helps the LLL assist the
Lutheran Church of Australia
(LCA).
Funds from LLL Savings
Accounts ensure that loans to
approved projects continue to
be possible. For over 90 years,
the LLL has been providing
low-interest loans to approved
Lutheran organisations.
If you would like to open an
LLL Savings Account, please
complete the Personal
Savings Account Application
form opposite or online at
www.lll.org.au.

Non interest-bearing
account
Some depositors choose
to open an LLL Savings
Account that is non interestbearing. This means the
account earns no interest.
The account holder may
choose a particular Lutheran
organisation by naming it
in the ‘Special instructions’
when completing the
application form. As a result
the LLL will provide an annual
grant to this organisation
based on 5% of the total non
interest-bearing deposits
held for this organisation.
If you would like to make
your existing account non
interest-bearing, please
contact the LLL office.
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Managing LLL funds is
very important to us
Depositor funds are used to
lend to LCA organisations
such as churches, schools
and aged care facilities at
a low interest rate of 5%.
Loans are approved and
repayment is guaranteed by
the District and the LCA to
ensure that LLL deposits are
secure. The Districts and the
LCA also indemnify the LLL
against any loss in the event
of a loan default. Depositor
funds not used for lending
purposes are only invested
in Authorised Deposit-taking
Institutions (ADIs), for
example, banks.
For more information on
the LLL, please refer to the
‘About Us’ section on the LLL
website.

Legacies
After making provision for
your loved ones, you may
wish to leave some of your
estate to the LLL.
By naming the Lutheran
Laypeople’s League of
Australia Incorporated in
your Will, you can be sure
that your gift will continue to
provide support for mission
and ministry beyond your
lifetime. This is because the
capital amount of every gift
whether a legacy or donation
is never spent but generates
income in perpetuity.

To leave a gift to the LLL, the
following wording can be
used in your Will:
I give to The Lutheran
Laypeople’s League of
Australia Inc. (ABN 25 044
678 441), of 175 Archer
Street, North Adelaide,
South Australia,
...............................................
(Insert your gift amount. This
can be an amount of money, a
percentage or portion of your
estate, a property or other
specific items.)

to be used by the League in
support of the mission and
ministry of the Lutheran
Church of Australia.
Your contribution will mean
that the LLL will always have
funds to provide financial
assistance to the many
ministries of the LCA.

Donations
At any time, you can make a
donation to the LLL which will
provide further assistance to
support the LCA in business
and financial matters.
The LLL has been blessed
with donations from
supporters who have felt
the need to help the Church,
or a specific LCA ministry
or project. These donations
have often been as a result
of a ‘windfall gain’ through
sale of property or by having
sufficient money to still
provide a donation after all
family members have been
considered.

If you feel moved to support
the LCA in this way and
would like more information,
please feel free to contact
our CEO. All enquiries will be
treated in confidence.
Donations to the LLL are not
tax deductible.

LLL Permanent Funds
The LLL Permanent
Funds are special capital
(endowment) funds which
provide an annual grant of
5% for ministry purposes.
Your gift (whether a
legacy or donation) to
LLL Permanent Funds can
generate an income stream
that provides financial
support for a particular area
of the LCA long into the
future.
In addition, the LLL Special
Purposes Permanent Fund
allows you to nominate any
LCA ministry which you wish
to support, be it national,
district or local.
You can either choose to
support a specific listed
fund, or give without any
conditions, and the LLL
Board will allocate the funds
to support where the need is
greatest from time to time.
For more information on LLL
Permanent Funds, please
refer to the ‘Giving’ section
on the LLL website or contact
the LLL office and ask to be
sent a legacies brochure.

Personal
Savings Account
Application
OFFICE USE ONLY

Date

/

Account Number:

/

1. Account Information

2. Account Signatories (continued)

[a] Account Type (tick one)

[b] Signatory 2

Individual
Joint

YES, I require internet access

Title

Complete Section 1 and Section 2(a) and 3.
Complete Sections 1 and Section 2 and 3.

Surname

[b] Account Details

Given Names

Account Name

Date of birth

/

/

Male

Female

Residential Address
Correspondence Address

Postcode
Postcode

Postal Address

Daytime Phone

Postcode

Withdrawals to be signed by (tick one):
ONE signatory

Mobile Phone

TWO signatories

Email

2. Account Signatories

Tax File Number

[a] Signatory 1

Are you a tax resident of a country
other than Australia?
YES, I require internet access

Title

Drivers Licence No.

Surname

Are you a Politically Exposed Person?
(see definition overleaf)

Given Names
Date of birth

/

/

Male

Female

Postal Address

I agree to the terms contained in the Notice to Depositors overleaf.

3. Special instructions

Mobile Phone
Email
Tax File Number
Are you a tax resident of a country
other than Australia?

Yes

No

State

Matching Deposit
I/we elect to make this account a matching deposit to support
the following Lutheran organisation. This will not change the
operation of this account and the balance will be added to a pool
of funds enabling the organisation to apply for a low interest LLL
loan up to the amount of the pool.
Lutheran Organisation

Yes

No

I agree to the terms contained in the Notice to Depositors overleaf.

X

No

If more than two signatories are required, please attach another Account Application.

Postcode

Signature 1

Yes

State

X

Postcode

Are you a Politically Exposed Person?
(see definition overleaf)

No

Signature 2

Residential Address

Drivers Licence No.

Yes

Non Interest-Bearing
I/we elect to provide additional support to the following Lutheran
organisation by nominating this account to be non interestbearing. As a result the LLL will provide an annual grant to this
organisation based on 5% of the total non interest-bearing
deposits held for this organisation.
Lutheran Organisation

Notice to Depositors overleaf...

Notice to Depositors
Financial Product Advice: LLL’s documents and
website contain factual information only and do
not constitute financial product advice or imply
any recommendation or opinion. The LLL is not
licensed to provide product advice for LLL@Home
Internet Access and is only authorised to provide
general advice in offer documents for LLL savings
accounts. You should consider whether the intended
relationship with the LLL fits your objectives,
financial situation and needs. You should seek
independent advice before making any financial
decisions.

The LLL operates a charitable investment scheme.
The scheme is not subject to the normal disclosure
or trust deed provisions of the Corporations
Act 2001. Accordingly, the scheme has not been
examined or approved by ASIC.

Interest Rates: LLL interest rates are subject to
change without notice. Refer to our website or
contact us for our current interest rate.

Refer to the LLL ASIC Identification Statement
available at www.lll.org.au for further information.
Australian Financial Services Licence: The
LLL holds an Australian Financial Services Licence
(AFSL) No. 329339 issued by ASIC, which authorises
the LLL regarding its non-cash payment facility. This
facility is the LLL@Home Internet Access Service
(LLL@Home) offered through the LLL website at
www.lll.org.au. You should obtain and read the
Product Disclosure Statement (PDS), available
at www.lll.org.au or by calling 1800 556 457, and
consider it before making any decision about
whether to use LLL@Home.

Privacy Notice: The Privacy Act allows the LLL
to disclose personal information about you when
related to the primary purpose of providing our
products and services to you and managing our
business. Personal information may include details
to identify you and verify your identity, such as your
name, sex, date of birth and current address. If you
do not provide us with the personal information
that we request, we may not be able to consider
your application or provide other services. In some
circumstances, we will need to provide your details
to another organisation within Australia. They
include external service providers to us, such as
organisations which we use to verify your identity,
payment systems operators, our lawyers and
auditors, your representative for example, lawyer,
financial advisor or attorney, as authorised by you,

or government and regulatory authorities if required.
We will not disclose your personal information to
third parties overseas. You represent that if at any
time you supply us with personal information about
another person, you are authorised to do so; and
you agree to inform that person who we are, how
to contact us, and how to obtain our Privacy Policy,
and that we will use and disclose their personal
information for the purposes set out in this Notice
and that they can gain access to that information
by contacting us. We take all reasonable steps
to ensure that all your personal information held
by us, is protected from misuse, interference and
loss, and from unauthorised access, disclosure
or modification. Our Privacy Policy www.lll.org.
au/privacy provides additional information about
how we handle your personal information. It also
explains how you can complain about a breach
of the Privacy Act and how we will deal with your
complaint. We will give you a copy of our Privacy
Policy on request. Our Privacy Officer’s contact
details are: Lutheran Laypeople’s League, PO Box
45, North Adelaide SA 5006 1800 556 457 privacy.
officer@lll.org.au
Tax File Numbers/Exemptions: Although it is
not compulsory to supply your TFN or Exemption
details, if you choose not to, under Government
regulations the LLL is obliged to deduct withholding
tax from interest earned on this account at the
highest marginal rate of tax, plus Medicare levy.
Pensioners may either quote their TFN or list their
Pension type.

Office: 175 Archer Street, North Adelaide, SA 5006 | Postal: PO Box 45, North Adelaide, SA 5006
Toll Free 1800 556 457 | Tel 08 8360 7200 | lll@lll.org.au | www.lll.org.au | ABN 25 044 678 441

Anti Money Laundering and Counter Terrorism
Financing (AML/CTF) Act 2006: By signing this
application form you are providing your express
consent to collect personal information from you
as required by the AML/CTF Act and that LLL may
take steps to verify the personal information it
has collected. You consent to the collection, use,
handling, disclosure and verification of information,
including the use of on-line verification, as required
by law. Where LLL utilises on-line verification, it will
only use the assessment provided by the Reporting
Body for the purpose of verifying your identity in
accordance with the AML/CTF Act.
Politically Exposed Person: A Politically Exposed
Person is an individual, family member or close
associate of an individual who holds a prominent
public position either domestically or internationally
in a government body or international organisation.
Examples include politicians, senior government
or political party officials, judicial officers,
senior military officers, or directors or senior
executives from the public service or international
organisations.
Third Parties: The LLL relies upon and contracts
with third parties to deliver a number of its services
and advises that those parties hold relevant licences
and registrations as required under legislation and
relevant statutory authorities within Australia.
The information provided is current at the date of
publication but may be subject to change.
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Investing with LLL: Investments in the Lutheran
Laypeople’s League (LLL) are designed for investors
who wish to support the charitable purposes of the
LLL and for whom the consideration of profit is not
of primary relevance. The LLL is not prudentially
supervised by the Australian Prudential Regulation
Authority. Therefore, an investor in the Fund will not
receive the benefit of the financial claims scheme or
the depositor protection provisions of the Banking
Act 1959. Investments in the Fund are intended to
be a means for investors to support the charitable
purposes of the Fund.

